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At the time of writing we have delivered 25 online 
talks to keep in touch with our supporters and help 

combat loneliness. 

During the pandemic the Cemetery Park has held immense relevance 
and importance to locals and held even more significance to them as a 
very important space to exercise, play and relax. Many people regularly 
told us that the Cemetery Park kept them sane during lockdown and how 
they really appreciated us keeping it open. 



Louise Hildreth, our artist in resident in residence, in July was able to complete her sun ray 
natural sculpture, as part of her Muddy Matters programme. 
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Welcome to Stone Stories  
 
Welcome to the summer edition of Stone Stories. Firstly, a brief look 
back to the winter.  On the 11th December our staff and Trustees attend-
ed a reception hosted by Tower Hamlets Council for the Tower Hamlets in 
Bloom Awards. Our staff member, Michelle Lindson was presented with 
the Award of Excellence for Community Engagement and Participation. 
Congratulations, Michelle. 
We hope you enjoy the articles and that it brings a little bit of the Ceme-
tery Park into your home, especially for any of our readers who have 
not been able to visit us as much lately. The stories you'll read today 
reflect both hope and loss and echo the current time we find ourselves 
living in. We hope between our words and the Cemetery Park we can 
support you to find a place that brings you peace, remembrance and 
happiness. 
 
Thank you  
Helen Conford, Trustee for the Friends  

Stone Stories is published twice a year by the Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park, Tower 
Hamlets Cemetery Park, c/o The Soanes Centre, Southern Grove, London E3 4PX.  
Website: fothcp.org Email:  contact@fothcp.org Telephone: 020 8983 1277 
The annual membership subscription is £10 (£8 concessions) and life membership £100.00.  
Registered Charity No 1107136 & Company Ltd by guarantee 5233566.  
Member of the National Federation of Cemetery Friends (NFCF), cemeteryfriends.org.uk 
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Welcome from the Trustees 
 
Dear readers,  
 
The last few months have been one of mixed emotions for the Friends, as I'm 
sure it has been for many of you. Feelings of anxiety as we lost significant 
amounts of projected income due to closure of events and activities for the 
foreseeable future; joy at the overwhelming support and kindness of so many 
doing what they can to help us; and sadness for those we know might be 
struggling indoors, and the loss of dear friends. 
 
Now more than ever, we have seen how much the Cemetery Park means to 
the community - and we have been delighted to learn of how many people 
have discovered us during their daily outdoor time. We have seen how vital 
we have been to support local health and wellbeing during the strictest  
phases of the lockdown and now as people start to be able venture outside 
more. We hope whatever you enjoy most about the Cemetery Park has been 
some comfort. 
 
We have also been overwhelmed by your support - from donating to our 
fundraising appeal, helping to pick litter on your daily exercise, supporting 
our petition to alter the Gasworks development and keeping an eye on the 
Cemetery Park for us when our staff had to stay at home. A huge thank you. 
 
It is also with great sadness that we have to had to say goodbye to a few 
people that have dedicated so much time to the Friends and the Cemetery 
Park. We would not be who we are and the Cemetery Park not what it is 
without the hard work and dedication of so many unsung heroes. We hope 
you enjoy reading our shared memories of them. 
 
Looking forward to brighter months, we are happy to announce that in 
January this year we were awarded a grant from the Heritage Fund that will 
allow us to design a conservation and management plan for the Cemetery 
park and hire a Heritage Officer - a dream of ours for a long time. Everything 
is on pause at the moment whilst we wait for restrictions to ease, but you'll be 
hearing more about this soon. 
 
Finally, we are waiting patiently and looking forward to the time we are able 
to welcome you again into the Cemetery Park whether you're waiting to be 
able to leave your house safely, to volunteer or come to one of our events 
and activities. It will be there when we can meet our friends and family again, 
helping us to reconnect with our community, and to restore our health and 
wellbeing. 
 
Take care, 
Fran Humber, Chair of the Trustees 
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Fundraising appeal - thank you! 
 
Thank you! At the end of May the Friends’ Survival Appeal reached over 
£25,000! When we launched the appeal at the end of March, we were hope-
ful that we might reach £5,000. You've shown us overwhelming support dur-
ing a very difficult situation and we are so grateful! 
 
 
Some of this funding has helped us to reach out to people by arranging 
online talks twice per week. More than 400 people have joined us for these  
online talks, and we have worked with a range of community organisations to 
deliver them. We're now looking into organising more online activities for vul-
nerable groups who still have to stay at home.  
 
 
This funding also ensures that our three members of staff can continue work-
ing hard to care for and protect the Cemetery Park in the short and long 
term. We are busy applying for grants, planning and giving online talks, pro-
tecting the park from excessive foraging, coordinating litter picking and bin 
emptying, and much more!  
 
 
During this time, we will keep the fundraiser open, as we are unable to get 
our usual income from events and company volunteering days. Please feel 
free to continue sharing the page with anyone you think may be interested.  
 
 
Thank you, keep safe, and hopefully we'll see you again soon. 
 
 

Suzanna, Ken and Michelle and everyone else at 
the Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park 
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Substitute 

 
By Nelson Brooks – Poet in Residence 

 
 
 

 
 

The mood has changed, a sullen sense of loss 
the gloss of the first few days,  
home based, no hustle and bustle of trains 
no drain of energy in London crowds, 
no loud expletives perpetrated on strangers, 
but those formative moves have gone, 
we belong together, not in these four wall lock downs 
across the town, we long for the open road, 
for the green fields of summer 
for the branches of bounteous trees, 
for me, it is a lament, no longer content 
with missing those 31 acres of solitude, 
one hour distant from my North London abode 
so I substitute from the local environs, 
between the pylons of the local golf course 
I see the sitting swan upon the nest 
I digest every hedge row wing flap 
and the overhead carnivorous trap 
set by circling buzzards, kestrel and red kites, 
try as I might, they are just a moment in time 
not a new design; when this is done 
I will again align myself to millionaire's row, 
and the cross walks along the graveside flow, 
I will follow the siren song, 
to woods and meadows where my heart belongs. 
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Nature in the Cemetery Park  
By Terry Lyle - Trustee and Nature Advisor 
 
When the editor gave me this very general title I decided to range widely, to 
indicate something of the Cemetery Park’s place in the world and in time. We 
have been emphatically reminded that we live in a connected world and that 
human activity powerfully strengthens connectivity, for good or ill. 
 
Recently there were four House Sparrows (Passer domesticus) here. That’s 
notable, even though sparrows locally are increasing again after precipitous 
decline. In the 1990s flocks of hundreds were normal in the Cemetery Park. 
At that time Ring-Necked Parakeets [Psittacula krameri] were unknown here, 
though they had colonised West London. 
 
In 1841, London’s built up area stopped short of the Regent’s canal, and the 
land north of Limehouse was in rural use, probably a patchwork of cottages, 
gardens, grazing land, trees and hedges. 
Even today, plants in the Park give us some clue to that past. We have 
cleared ivy and felled sycamores in many places. In a few of these, there has 
then developed a dense crop of weeds of cultivation, notably Fat Hen 
(Chenopodium album). We conclude these were cultivation sites and the 
seeds lay dormant after 1841. 
 
In other places 
these weeds were 
absent, but plants 
indicating a differ-
ent pre 1841 veg-
etation appeared, 
such as Heath 
Speedwell 
(Veronica offici-
nalis) and Dog’s 
Mercury 
(Mercurialis per-
ennis). These 
indicate more 
‘natural’ land uses 
such as pastures, 
trees, hedges. 
 
We have a few 
very old trees, 
long predating the Cemetery. These include several very large Common Li-
mes (Tilia x Europaea) along the boundary with Cantrell Road. These appear 
to be remains of an avenue. Long ago they were felled, possibly for timber in 
World War I. This caused the development of multiple trunks, many of the 
70cm diameter at breast height. 
 
 

Lime Trunks along Cantrell Road 
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Recently I saw two Silver Y moths (Autographa gamma). They are named for 
their wing markings, and fly by day and night. They are one of the butterflies 
and moths which migrate here in spring and summer, breed once or more, 
and their descendants return south in autumn, to continue breeding in 
warmth. Numbers of all these vary greatly from year to year. In 2019, for the 
first time, I saw no Silver Ys.  
 
One day in spring on Menorca there were suddenly Silver Ys everywhere 
rising at almost every step. I was astonished not to see one the next day. 
They’d all moved on, in a collective impulse. 
 
Two insects unknown in Britain until early this century are the Harlequin lady-
bird (Harmonia axyrides), originally from East Asia, so-called for its varying 
colour schemes in different individuals, and the tiny Horse-Chestnut Leaf-
Miner Moth (Cameraria ohridella) from the Balkans, the natural home of the 
Horse Chestnut. 
 
They demonstrate that insects such as these may be able to increase explo-
sively, without natural predators. The caterpillars eat the green inner layer of 
Horse-Chestnut leaves. Each eats only a small part of a leaf, so it takes mil-
lions to turn a tree brown. 
 
Both insects now seem less abundant than they were, probably because par-
asitic wasps and other creatures are now predating them. Any creature able 
to predate a new abundant source will prosper. 
 
This article has covered just a few examples of the Cemetery Park’s natural 
connections in space and time. 

Silver Y Moth 
Credit: Butterfly Conservation 



7 

Reflecting on records 
By Penny Williams, Heritage volunteer 
 
Randomly trawling through the hundreds of pages in the Tower Ham-
lets Cemetery burial registers may not sound like a pleasant way of 
passing a grey miserable afternoon (but what else can we do at the 
moment anyway?) but it does lead to some interesting discoveries: 
close relatives buried together on the same day, unidentified individu-
als pulled from the Thames or, in the case of Thomas Richard Abbott, 
people who didn’t even turn up for their own funeral.  
 
The day register was an important official document. The ‘registrar’ 
would have ensured it was accurately completed with all of the rele-
vant details of name, age, from where the deceased arrived and, at 
least in the early years of the Cemetery, the hour of the burial. These 
details were seemingly written into the ledger-size book before the 
funeral was due to take place as in some cases the entry is crossed 
through because the deceased ‘did not come’. Sometimes families 
simply changed the arrangements and buried their loved one some-
where else. In order to keep the ledger accurate – it was a legal docu-
ment – the ‘registrar’ had no choice but to cross through the inaccu-
rate entry. 
 
Thomas Richard Abbott, a 48 year old beer-shop keeper, was due to 
be buried with all due ceremony at the 2nd hour on Monday, January 
14th 1867. In the 1851 census Thomas and his family lived at ‘The 
Gun Boat’ pub 105 Ratcliffe Highway, behind the Wilton Music Hall. In 
the 1861 census he ran a ‘beer house’ at 58 Blackfriars Road, South-
wark. Many small pubs, no more than a room or two in a premises, 
were set up in the teeming streets of big Victorian cities. With the 
available water supply contaminated and lethal, it was safer to drink 
alcohol! 
 
When Thomas died in 1867 the family lived at 11 St John’s Street, 
Greenhills Rents in Clerkenwell. The area was a busy, typically Dick-
ensian locations which was nicknamed ‘Little Hell’ and ‘Jack Ketch’s 
Warren’ after a famous 17th century executioner. The Abbott family’s 
neighbours would have included distillery workers, coach builders, 
tobacco pipe makers, butchers, bakers and tallow candlestick makers. 
Starting during the 1860’s the area was gradually cleared and rebuilt, 
housing warehouses and factories.   
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Thomas and Ann (nee Blaxlund Willson) were married in the ancient 
parish church of Milton-Next-Sittingbourne in Kent on January 1st 
1844 and they had at least five children; Betsy b.c.1847, Ellen b.c. 
1848, Thomas baptised in St George in the East on 22nd June 1849, 
Charlotte baptised in St George in the East on August 24th 1851, and 
Harry b.c. 1856. 
 
According to Thomas’ will, he died on January 7th 1867. His will was 
probated on May 31st and he left effects under the value of £200 to 
his widow Ann. In the 1871 census Ann and three of her children 
were living at 5 Great James Street, Holborn. Ann kept a lodging 
house, probably with the help of daughter Charlotte while sons 
Thomas and Harry were bringing in additional money by working as 
clerks.   
 
The day register for the Cemetery give one piece of additional infor-
mation about Thomas Richard Abbott. On Wednesday January 16th, 
two days after the intended burial, Thomas was laid to rest in grave 
G275 in the Cemetery, better late than never! 
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Wild Flowers at Stepney City Farm 
By Michelle Lindson, Community Outreach Coordinator for The Friends 
In March and April 2019, ‘Nature and Us’, our community cohesion project, 
delivered a ‘Growing and Knowing Wild Flowers’ course at Stepney City 
Farm. The course ran for 6 weeks and was a huge success. 
To build on this success, we recently applied for a Tower Habitats 
Biodiversity Grant with Stepney City Farm, to deliver another wild flowers 
course at the Farm. This would ultimately result in a new wild flower meadow 
being created by the course participants, on land recently returned to the 
Farm by Crossrail. 
The 6 week ‘Creating a Wild Flower Meadow’ course was delivered in Febru-
ary and March 2020, and was a mix of theory and practical, both indoors and 
outdoors. It was attended by a fantastic and diverse group of local residents, 
who had a range of prior gardening experience. Some were complete begin-
ners but, overall, participants knew very little about wild flowers and creating 
a meadow.  
Participants really enjoyed getting to know each other and during refresh-
ment breaks there was always an exciting hum of chatting going on! It was a 
lovely way for new positive connections to be made within the community. 

 Participants were 
enthusiastic and hard-
working, and by the 
final session they had 
created a new wild 
flower meadow at the 
Farm. The meadow 
was planted with a 
wide variety of plants, 
including primroses, 
snowdrops, daffodils, 
garlic mustard, sweet 
violets, teazel, ox-eye 
daisy, black knap-
weed, chicory and 
cowslip. 
 

Although the meadow doesn’t look like much at this early stage, we have to 
be patient and wait for the seeds to sprout and the plants to grow. We won’t 
see the full flowers of the team’s labour until after a year or two. In the mean-
time, there will be exciting small-scale changes happening. It will be well 
worth the wait – especially for pollinators! 
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Albert Turpin: mayor, social rights activist 
and window cleaner  
By Suzanna Maas, Cemetery Park Officer for The Friends 
 
Whenever you’re working at the Soanes Centre, it’s guaranteed 
someone will come to the door with a grave enquiry, and we always 
help when we can. At the start of the year someone asked for the 
grave of a window-cleaning mayor who was also a social rights activ-
ist. Intriguing! 
 
Albert Turpin was born in Bethnal Green in 1900 and joined the navy 
in his teens. While at sea, he began painting and created “trying to get 
Gibraltar and other overseas scenes down on canvas”. When he re-
turned home, he married Sally Fellows and took up window cleaning 
to support their family. Albert endlessly sketched Sally and their chil-
dren Joan and Bill. He’d finish his cleaning rounds early so he could 
spend the rest of the day painting. 
 
To improve his tech-
nique, Albert signed 
up for art classes. 
By the mid-1920s he 
was invited to join 
the East London 
Group of artists. He 
showed his paintings 
at group exhibitions 
and sold nearly all of 
his works. He also 
drew cartoons for 
newspapers, making 
quite a name for 
himself. 
 
Around the same time Albert joined the Labour Party and became an 
activist for workers' rights and anti-fascism. He was eventually elected 
as a councillor. His memoirs vividly describe arrests by the police and 
taking part in secretive political meetings in Victoria Park. He also 
wrote about the Battle of Cable Street in 1936; a clash between an 
estimated 2,000 fascists, 6,000 police and 300,000 anti-fascists. 

The Salmon & Ball pub, 
Bethnal Green underground station 
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During World War II, Albert became a firefighter and an official Fire 
Brigade War Artist. In 1946 he was elected Mayor of Bethnal Green. 
The Evening News reported he refused to wear mayoral robes 
“because he thinks it is a waste of taxpayers’ money.” Albert sketched 
and painted until the end, depicting the rebuilding of the East End. He 
died in 1964, and is buried in square 53, grave number 13038. 
 
If you’d like to read Albert’s own words and see his art, I’d recommend 
his memoir The East End – My Birthright. 

"Why give a man a fifteen 
stone body, the temper of 
the story-type Irish navvy, 
with the face of a fighting 

pug, and then implant a tiny 
seed of melancholy, a tiny 
seed but enough to bring 

tears when an old piece of 
music is played or a poem 

read”. 

- from Albert’s memoirs 

Painting with the fire brigade during World War II 

At the seaside 
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In loving memory 
Isabel Monk - nature conservation volunteer 

We are very sad to note the death of our dedicated volunteer, 
Isabel Monk. Isabel was our longest serving weekly Tues-
day volunteer and a regular supporter at many events in the 
Cemetery Park. Isabel was normally the first to arrive and 
change into her work outfit. She liked to find her own spot to 
work, appreciating the peace she found in attending to the Cem-
etery Park – yet she always found the group for tea break! 
Weeding was 
her thing; lots of 
graves are only 
visible because 
of her 17 year 
commitment. At 
lunchtime she 
was always part 
of the group dis-
cussions on top-
ics that were al-
ways varied from 
Discworld to poli-
tics. 
We knew her as 
a well-informed, thoughtful and intelligent woman. Humble and 
always ready to listen carefully to everyone. A private person, 
an activist and conservationist, she loved Tower Hamlets Ceme-
tery Park, the theatre, her charities - standing up for the under-
dog.  She’ll be remembered for her views on the government 
and books, and her funny, slightly morbid, sense of humour. 
Isabel died earlier this year, in peace at her own home. We feel 
the space she used to occupy. Thank you Isabel for making the 
park so welcoming over such a long time.  
Try not to be too sad, she’d hate that and it would irritate her. 
Do not irritate Isabel. (-: this emoji did just that! 
Isabel can be heard talking about the park 2 minutes into this 
video: vimeo.com/11080661 or tiny.cc/isabelmonk 

We'll miss her withering 'hard stare' 
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In loving memory 
 

Jan Cope - heritage volunteer 
 
Jan was a longstanding member of The Friends and regular 
volunteer with the heritage team. It was with heavy hearts and 
great sadness that at the end of March we learned of her death. 
 
Jan, a keen historian and genealogist joined the team in March 
2017 having heard about the World War I project. Little did any 
of us know how much enjoyment Jan would have working on 
the project and how invaluable her contributions would be. 
Despite receiving chemotherapy treatment Jan was always the 
first to volunteer when anything needed to be done, always 
thinking of others before herself.  Jan loved her time working at 
the Cemetery Park and her involvement with the project, as it 
gave her something to focus on and be herself again. She will 
be sadly missed. 
 
 Jan Cope, heritage member  
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Roy Hudd - visitor 
On the 15th March 2020, the death of Roy 
Hudd was announced. Roy regularly visit-
ed the Park and helped to restore the 
grave of Alec Hurley. He was famous as 
an actor, comic, presenter, radio host, and 
author. He was well known for his music 
hall passion and was seen by broadcast-
ers as an authority on the subject. His col-
lection of memorabilia, song-sheets, post-
ers and playbooks, was one of the largest 
in the world. He was the longstanding 
President of the British Music Hall Society. 
In 2004, as President of the Society, Roy 
visited the Cemetery Park along with over 
50 members of the Society and members 
of the Hurley family, at the rededication of 
the memorial stone for Alec Hurley (1871-
1913). The Society had raised the funds to 
pay for the restoration of the grave. Hurley 
was often known as ‘Mr Marie Lloyd’, given 
that his prior wife was one of the most famous music hall stars of her age. But he 
deserves to be remembered in his own right, as a popular and talented performer. 
Born in Hackney, he made his debut at the Pantheon Music Hall aged 11. In 
1891, after a few years as a fair booth boxer, he returned to the halls scoring a hit 
with ‘The Strongest Man in the World’. Billed as ‘The Coster King’ ,the cockney 
comedian toured Australia, South Africa and the USA, singing ‘You Must Be 
Drunk’, ‘Pretty Polly’, ‘The Lambeth Walk’ (the original, which inspired the version 

now known from the musical ‘Me 
and My Girl’) and the most success-
ful of all time ‘I Ain’t A-going to Tell’. 
In 1906, Alec married Marie Lloyd 
when she was at the height of her 
fame. However, despite a long 
courtship, the marriage was short 
lived and Marie moved in with the 
jockey Bernard Dillon. Alec was 
furious and initiated divorce pro-
ceedings, the strain of which 
caused him to drink heavily and 
signalled the end of his theatrical 
career. Alec was declared bankrupt 
in 1911 owing to his lavish gifts for 
friends and gambling habits. On 6 

December 1913, aged 42, he died at Hampstead within a week of being diag-
nosed with pneumonia. His grave number 10017 is in square 46. 
Roy gave a small speech about Alec at the graveside before launching into a ren-
dition of one of Alec’s most famous songs, ‘Arry,’Arry,’Arry. 

Roy Hudd giving a speech in the Park.   

Alec Hurley’s grave, which 
Roy Hudd helped to restore. 
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David Bellamy - patron 
Our patron, professor David Bellamy OBE, died on 11th December 
2019.  
 
Professor David Bellamy was a botanist, television presenter, au-
thor and environmental campaigner. His facial features, surround-
ed by white hair and 
matching beard, and dis-
tinctive voice, were in-
stantly recognisable.  Pro-
fessor Bellamy was syn-
onymous with energetic, 
vibrant and thoroughly 
compelling explanations of 
how our world works. 
 
Born in London, Professor 
Bellamy has ancestors 
who were laid to rest in 
the Cemetery Park and in 
his younger years he reg-
ularly used to walk here 
with his future wife, a 
graduate from Queen 
Mary College. As biolo-
gists they soon found out 
how rich the Cemetery 
Park was for flowers, but-
terflies and other creepy 
crawlies, birds, fungi, 
mosses lichens. Never 
losing his love for the Cemetery he actively supported the for-
mation of The Friends, was present at the declaration ceremony as 
the borough’s first Local Nature Reserve and helped when the 
Cemetery Park was under threat. Even after moving out of London, 
he often revisited the Cemetery Park until the pressures of work 
and age took their toll. 

David Bellamy sharing his enthusiasm for the 
biodiversity in the Cemetery Park  
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Bow Common Gasworks development 
By Olivia  Chester - Volunteer with the Friends 
As many of you may already be aware, there is a major development 
proposed for the old Bow Common Gasworks site located to the south
-east edge of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park. The developers, St Wil-
liam (a joint venture between the Berkeley Group and National Grid) 
are proposing to build 1,286 new homes over at least the next 10 
years. The planning applicationn was quietly submitted to the council 
late last year and is currently under review. 
The development includes 14 very tall, densely packed tower blocks 
consisting mostly of luxury housing. Eight of the blocks would rise be-
tween 48 and 89 metres high, four of these directly bordering the 
Cemetery Park. The development would permanently damage wildlife 
and ecosystems in and around Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park by 
plunging large areas of the park into shadows by day and polluting it 
with light by night.  
These changes in light and temperature would disrupt the park’s 
unique habitats for wildlife and its carefully balanced ecosystems. As 
a critical site for regional biodiversity, the Cemetery Park is home to 
many species of birds, bats, insects and plants. Among these are rare 
and threatened species which risk further decline if the plans go 
ahead.  

In late February, 
the Friends 
launched a public 
campaign to resist 
the current plans 
and raise local 
awareness of the 
sheer scale of the 
development, as 
well as the de-
structive impacts it 
will have on the 
Cemetery Park 
and local homes. 
We’ve asked peo-
ple to write to the 

Tower Hamlets Planning Team, Local Councillors and elected MPs 
and file formal objections to the planning application and it is working! 
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The campaign has picked up considerable momentum, with over 140 
of our supporters writing letters/emails in objection to the proposals. 
In response to the volume of public objections, the developers called 
a number of meetings with the Friends in March, April and June dur-
ing which we’ve had the opportunity to voice our key concerns. We’ve 
repeatedly stated that we cannot support the destruction and/or dis-
ruption of thriving biodiverse habitats. 
As of our most recent meeting, the developers have offered to mini-
mally reduce the height of the blocks directly along the boundary with 
the Cemetery Park. Although we were happy to see this step in the 
right direction, we think local residents - human and non-human - de-
serve more. We plan to continue our campaign and, hopefully with 
your help, show the developers the strength of public feeling for the 
protection of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park!  
We’d like to thank all those who've already objected so far and if 
you’ve yet to object, there is still some time, so please do consider 
signing our new petition and writing an objection to the council. If 
you’d like to know more please find more information about the plans, 
how to help and how to object including templates on our website. 
For more information:  
Kenneth Greenway, Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park Manager on 
07904 186981 or email kenneth.greenway@fothcp.org. 
Campaign web page: https://fothcp.org/gasworks-campaign/ 
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Keep in touch! 
 

As lockdown eases, our staff will gradually be returning to the park to take 
care of the site. We look forward to seeing you there soon! In the meantime, 

we’ll ’see’ you at one of our Cemetery Park Online talks! 
 

tickettailor.com/events/thefriendsoftowerhamletscemeterypark  
 
 

Less than 25% of our funding comes from Tower Hamlets Council. We re-
ly on our generous, passionate and loyal volunteers, members and donors 
for the rest. Please help us to keep the park a safe haven by becoming a 

member or donating today. 
 

fothcp.org/membership 
 

fothcp.org/donate 
 
 

Any support you can give, be it making a donation, becoming a member, 
sharing our Gasworks Campaign, or simply looking out for the park in our 

absence, is greatly appreciated!  
 

To be kept up to date on news, learning and events, please visit our stay in 
touch page where you can sign up to our mailing list and find links to follow 

us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  
 

fothcp.org/stay-in-touch 
 

We would love for you to send us your highlights when visiting the Cemetery 
Park. Sharing photos, videos and audio clips will enable us to broadcast the 
Cemetery Park’s beauty with people who are still unable to safely access it. 
We’ve set up a Google form (email the team to be sent a link) which you can 
use to submit files, or you can send them to us in a message on Facebook 

(FoTHCP). 
 

 Email us: contact@fothcp.org 
 
 

Thank you from all of us at The Friends. Stay safe and we look forward to 
seeing you all again soon!  



Betony has put on a good show in various spots around the Cemetery Park this year. 

A Ringlet butterfly seen in Round Glade. 



 

Barry, a participant from our “Finding Your Feet” walking 
project earlier this year, has been visiting and sharing his 

photos with us.  He took this great image of the  
Red Valerians in flower in June. 



Ursula Armstrong has attended many of our Cemetery Park Online talks during the lock-
down, and drawing is her method to retain information. She has sent us several of her 
‘notes’ from our talks and she also told us that the talks have ‘been a real life-saver. One of 
the things I was sad about was not being able to walk round the Cemetery Park during 
lockdown, but the talks have meant I’ve still got that connection. I’ve learned so much.’ 


