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WELCOME TO STONE STORIES
Hello and welcome to another edition of It's been great to finally welcome a sense
Stone Stories, the members newsletter of of normality at the Cemetery Park as
The Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery restrictions have eased. Over the past few
Park. months we've seen the return of our

corporate volunteering sessions, forest
In this issue we'll share some of the school, guided tours and heritage crafts.
stories of those buried with us as well as
telling you about the things we've been up We hope you'll enjoy this issue and, as
to and our plans for the future. always, please let us know if you have
anything to share for the next one!

Stone Stories is published twice a year by the Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park,
Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park, c/o The Soanes Centre, Southern Grove, London E3 4PX.
Website: www.fothcp.org; Email: contact@fothcp.org; Telephone: 020 8983 1277
The annual membership subscription is £10 (£8 concessions) and life membership is £100.00.
Registered Charity No 1107136 & Company Ltd by guarantee 5233566.

Member of the National Federation of Cemetery Friends (NFCF), www.cemeteryfriends.org.uk
Patron: Stephen Moss
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WELCOME FROM

Dear readers,

Before we get started, let me introduce
myself. My name is Toby and | am the
new (interim) Chair of the trustees for the
Friends. | have been a trustee of the
FoTHCP for the last four years and a long-
time visitor to the Cemetery Park. For
many years, | have been struck by what a
vital resource the Cemetery Park is for the
local community and how it offers an
oasis of calm for many in a busy urban
area. I'm keen that the Cemetery Park
continues to provide a chance for East
Enders to explore and appreciate nature.

I'd like to thank Fran, our previous chair,
for all her hard work and perseverance
over the last few years. Thanks to her
leadership, FOTHCP has weathered the
pandemic and is now in good shape both
financially and operationally. We wish her
all the best for her future endeavours and
hope that she will continue to be a regular
visitor.

The Cemetery Park has been busy
throughout the pandemic with, many new
visitors discovering the unique space.

THE TRUSTEES

We have begun to welcome back
increasing numbers of corporate
volunteers, providing both a vital financial
and practical contribution to the Cemetery
Park. Our corporate volunteers tell us they
love spending a day in the Cemetery Park
immersing themselves in practical tasks in
a beautiful setting. If you are interested in
organising a corporate volunteering day
for your company then please contact Ken
or Claire on contact@fothcp.org.

| would also like to thank our staff for their
determination and hard work over the last
two years. The pandemic has thrown up
many challenges and they have dealt with
all of them in a calm and diligent manner.
Volunteers and staff organised a
successful Remembrance Day service
which was particularly well attended last
year, special thanks to Reverend Peter
Turner who kindly stepped in at the last
minute to take the service. Our virtual
outreach via online talks and social media
has also reached new heights and brought
the Cemetery Park to new audiences.

This year we will also be working on a new
Conservation Management Plan for the
Cemetery Park. If you have ideas and
views about how to develop the Cemetery
Park then this is an opportunity for you to
shape its management over the long-term.
Read more about our plans in this edition
of Stone Stories!

Take care,
Toby Sibley, Chair of the Trustees
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DAVID ALLEN'S GRAVE

By Suzi Brent, Volunteer

In 2020, | started volunteering at Tower
Hamlets Cemetery Park.

Amongst the residents of the Cemetery
Park are my 4th great grandparents, David
and Ann Allen. David wasn’t quite rich
enough to have a fancy monument, but he
was certainly well off. Bornin 1817 in
Suffolk, he moved to Poplar, and married
Ann, who was born locally. David had
several occupations throughout his life,
most notably a builder, and also a grand
total of 12 children (including my 3rd great
grandfather Thomas Allen, who ran a
bakery on Roman Road).

Totally unsubstantiated family gossip has
it that David came into a lot of money
through association with the stonemasons
- certainly, by the time of his death, he
owned many properties around East
London and two of his sons had set up an
equally lucrative building business in the
emerging seaside resort of Southend on
Sea.

'I REACHED THE CONCLUSION IT
MUST HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE
CASUALTIES OF THE CLEARANCE'

The other occupant of David and Ann'’s
grave is their daughter. Anne Maria was
just 27 when she died of tuberculosis. Two
months after Anne Maria died, her
husband, James Peyton, married her
younger sister, Eliza, and went on to have
seven children with her.

| already knew that David's grave was
somewhere in the cemetery park but after a
long, perilous and ultimately fruitless
attempt to locate it, | reached the
conclusion that it must have been one of
the casualties of the clearance.
Disheartened and covered with nettle
stings and bramble scratches, | gave up.

Over a year later, | was at a volunteering
session aiming to catalogue the cemetery’s
most precious and notable graves. While
my fellow volunteers crowded round an
ornate grave covered with fascinating
information, my eyes were drawn to a
plainer one behind it with a familiar name.
Not the grave | had been searching for, but
it was an immediately identifiable relative
- his son, David Amos Allen. | interrupted
the others to enthuse about my find and
tried not to be too disappointed that this
grave did nothing to make it on to the
precious and notable list.

Suzi out in the Cemetery Park



David Allen's Grave contd.

Simply stumbling on this grave, so clear
and well preserved, inspired me to have
another go. | asked Claire, the Heritage
Officer, for a map and scuttled off.

It's amazing how much difference a map,
even a barely legible century old map
which you're not sure if you have upside
down makes. | had been looking in just
ever so slightly the wrong place. | found a
row of graves perpendicular to the one I'd
examined before, and suddenly, there it
was. Three rows back and behind a tree
but as clear as day. Anne Maria Peyton.
Ann Amelia Allen. David Allen. They'd
been waiting for me.

| always wonder when | find a family
grave: when was the last time someone
visited you? Did other ancestors stand on
this spot as | do now and talk to you? Did
you ever think that over a hundred years
later your fourth great granddaughter
would be clearing nettles and brambles
from your final resting place?

The Allen family grave

COULD YOU BE A
FUNDRAISING STAR?

Whilst the Friends have come out of the
pandemic in a better position than we
imagined we would thanks to the hard
work of our team and the generosity of
our community, our fundraising journey is
far from over.

If you are involved in a group or
organisation that might be looking for a
charity of the year, or are interested in
leading on fundraising events like bake
sales and pub quizzes, we'd love to hear
from you. Every penny raised helps
ensure the future of the Cemetery Park,
from restoring our forest school
classroom or Victorian monuments to
running more free nature and heritage
workshops for our community to enjoy.

To find out more about how to get
involved, contact Ken or Claire on
contact@fothcp.org or give us a call on
020 8983 1277.
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CONSERVING THE CEMETERY PARK

By Claire Slack, Heritage Officer

As I'm sure you have heard by now if you
are an avid reader of Stone Stories, the
Friends have been hard at work over the
last 18 months working on our first
Conservation Management Plan.

This plan will help us plan for our future,
outlining exciting projects to be
undertaken over the next 30 years and
setting out who will do the work, what
we'll need to make it happen and the
information we'll need to fund them.
These plans are still in the process of
being written but we hope to improve the
experience of our visitors, increase
accessibility and most importantly make
the Cemetery Park an even more
wonderful place to visit.

We've spoken to a lot of you over the last
few months, be it through our visitor
survey or chatting to you in the Cemetery
Park or at one of our online events.

Surveying graves at the Cemetery Park

Unsurprisingly to the team, our visitors
have overwhelmingly asked for more
information about history and nature at
Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park through
leaflets, events, information boards etc
and better access to public toilets! We
hope to begin to address some of these
issues over the coming years as you'll
see once the draft CMP is complete in
late Spring of this year.

We've also been out surveying our
historic landscape, looking for
archaeological evidence of the
development of the Cemetery Park and
for graves that might hold special interest
because of the stories they tell, their
beautiful carvings or their meaning to our
community. This work will help us make
informed decisions about what work to
complete first and where we might need
to raise some money to restore
monuments and reinstate historic trees
and pathways.

This work is by no means complete and
we'd still love to hear from you if you'd
like to get involved or tell us your
thoughts on the future of the Cemetery
Park. You can get in touch on
contact@fothcp.org. We'll also be hosting
a series of online and in-person
workshops over the Spring and Summer
(dates to be decided) to share our plans
with you and get your input on how these
can be made a reality. We'd love to see
you there!



ARTHUR WILLETT

By Pam Raven, Volunteer

Private Arthur Willett died in Bethnal Green
Military Hospital on 28 February 1919 and
was laid to rest in public grave R1571 in
the Cemetery Park (then the City of London
and Tower Hamlets Cemetery) on the 7th
of March.

Arthur first came to my attention when a
distant cousin asked me if | could research
his life and military career as it was known
within the family that he had died during
the Great War but no information could be
found on the Commonwealth War Grave
Commission (CWGC) website.

My research confirmed that Arthur did
serve in the army and the evidence from
the research, including details of his burial,
was accepted by the CWGC in 2018 and
his name was added to their War Dead
records. It was not possible to locate the
precise location of his grave in order to
install a CWGC headstone, so his name
was inscribed on the War Memorial next to
the Soanes Centre at the entrance to the

time.

Arthur, the youngest child of William
Richard and Hepzibah Catherine Willett
(nee Watts), was born on 12 January 1898
in Bethnal Green. He was baptised on 20
February 1898 at St John's Church, Bethnal
Green.

The baptism record shows the family
address as 220 Quinns Square Buildings
and that his father’s occupation was
recorded as a Hawker.

Arthur’s father William died on 29 Jul 1900
and Poor Law Examination records
indicated that he was described as being
‘paralysed’ when applying for relief on 7
August 1895 in Bethnal Green. William and
Hephzibah (known as ‘Catherine’) were
recorded as having four children living with
them (two other children from the
marriage had died by this time). Catherine
was pregnant at the time of William's
death and Arthur’s sister, Daisy Lilian, was
born 16 Feb 1896 and her baptism record
shows her father’s occupation to be a
whalebone cutter.

Arthur Willett seen on our War Memorial
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Arthur Willett contd.

On the 1901 census Arthur was living at
220 Quinns Square Building, Bethnal
Green, age 3, with his mother and sisters
Ada, Rosina, Caroline, Emily and Daisy.

Arthur attested on 20 January 1916 at the
age of 19 and his Short Service certificate
shows he was appointed to the 3/23rd
London Regiment on 1 March 1916 as
Rifleman 4756. His address is given as 45
Museum Buildings, Bethnal Green. Arthur’s
army records are incomplete, but it
appears that he was initially discharged as
medically unfit for service on 16 June
1916 and then finally discharged on 31
January 1919 citing 25th Battalion Rifle
Brigade with service number 52005. The
1919 documents make reference to
locating ‘the 1916 discharge document for
the purpose of being annexed to his later
discharge from 5th Battalion Rifle Brigade’.
In his army documents his character is
described as having proven himself to be
‘a clean, sober, honest and industrious

’

man-.

Arthur’s medical report in his service
record is quite detailed in regard to his
illness. When | first read the following, |
considered the possibility of him having
suffered from ‘shell shock'’:

(Arthur) ‘is restless, and excitable, simple
and childish in manner and conversation.
Memory somewhat impaired, cannot give a
clear account of his past. Rambling in his
talk and had the idea that he was being
followed by someone who wanted to kill

’

him
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Arthur Willett's entry in the burial records

However, the real cause of his behaviour
became clear when | obtained his death
certificate which shows that he died of
Sarcomas of the brain and Cerebral
Apoplexy after two days in a coma. His
death, at the age of 21, at Bethnal Green
Military Hospital was registered by his
sister Daisy on 4 March 1919. His
occupation was recorded as Pensioned
Rifleman 52005 25th Rifle Brigade. His
funeral took place on 7 March 1919.

Records show that Arthur was
posthumously awarded the Victory Medal
and British War Medal in 1920 for his army
service. Also buried in the cemetery (Grave
reference R1695) is Arthur’s mother,
Catherine, who died on 20 November 1920.

Hidden Histories uncovers the stories of
the 204 servicemen who lost their lives
during the First World War and are
commemorated on our War Memorial and
buried in Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park.
Unfortunately, the research on Arthur was
not completed in time for inclusion in the
book and I hope that this article goes
some way to record his military service.



INTRODUCING...

Towards the end of last year we
welcomed our new interim chair. Get to
know Toby here.

I've been a trustee of the Cemetery Park
for nearly four years now. A period far
more turbulent than any of us could
have expected! My role to date has been
to focus on governance, safeguarding
and health & safety. For an interim
period, | will be the acting Chair of the
trustees after Fran Humber left late last
year.

The role of being the Chair of Trustees
for the FOTHCP is quite the change from
my day job as a programme manager
and management consultant. | have
been a trustee and director of a number
of not-for-profit organisations and
pension schemes. | also bring a wealth
of management and programme
delivery experience which | hope will
prove valuable as the Friends embarks
on its largest project yet to restore and
preserve the heritage in the cemetery-
park. If you have any questions about
the Friends then please get in contact
with me on contact@fothcp.org.

i - i

AND A SAD FAREWELL

Last month, we bid our Cemetery Park
Officer, Suzanna farewell as she leaves us
to start a new phase.

Suzanna managed our volunteers and
members, and did a lot to support the
fundraising especially over the Covid-19
lockdowns. She developed our community
nature conservation volunteering days and
we know her departure will be felt by our
volunteers.

We're glad to have had you as part of the
team, and we're grateful for all your
contributions to the organisation over the
last three years. Thank you for the support
and goodwill you've shown since joining us
in 2019.

May you find all the success you deserve

in whatever adventure awaits you and we
hope you'll keep in touch!
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CEMETERY GREEN LINKS

By Terry Lyle, Honorary Trustee

As you'll already know, exciting work is
now taking place on the Conservation
Management Plan, with Heritage and
Biodiversity as its central theme. Whilst
the grant for the Conservation
Management Plan (kindly funded by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund) only
covers the historic Cemetery Park, we
also manage two more very important
parts of our Local Nature Reserve,
Scrapyard Meadow and Ackroyd Drive
Greenlink.

While the Cemetery Park's heritage can be
treated as a self-contained topic, the
biodiversity cannot. If the surroundings of
the historic cemetery were totally built up,
this would have little impact on the
monuments or the historic landscape, but
it would substantially diminish the
possibilities for biodiversity.

Biodiversity managers on a site like ours
have to consider what can be done on a
specific area, but they know that if their
surroundings can be enriched, so will the
biodiversity of their site.

Biodiversity Managers know that what
happens thousands of miles away has a
direct impact.

Winter migrant bird numbers depend on
summer breeding success in Scandinavia
and elsewhere. Summer migrant birds
depend on their wintering success in
warmer climates.

But, of course, areas immediately
adjoining have the greatest impact. This
is why Scrapyard Meadow and Ackroyd
Drive are so important to us. To give one
example, without them the grassland
butterflies in the old cemetery, including
Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Ringlet,
Common Blue and Essex Skipper, might
well be absent. The relatively small areas
of grassland might be insufficient to
permanently support a population,
whereas now the populations both in and
out of the historic cemetery support one
another. The Greenlink also connects our
butterflies to those in Mile End Park and
beyond.

We have what may now be the only
hedgehog population in Tower Hamlets. In
the past, hedgehogs have been more
widespread. Hedgehogs are fairly mobile,
so the more that can be done to improve
and extend habitat for them outside the
Park, the greater the chance there will be
hedgehogs beyond the Park, and the more
secure our population will be.



Cemetery Green Links contd.

If, as we hope, a new pedestrian entrance
to Fairfoot Wood from Knapp Road can be
created, this will give hedgehog access to
the Wood, and green spaces east of it. It
may one day be possible to connect the
Cemetery Park with a green link all the way
to the Lea Valley, which would be of
enormous value not only to hedgehogs but
to all other wildlife. A robust green corridor
would support not only butterflies and
hedgehogs but, much more importantly for
overall biodiversity, all kinds of
invertebrates including grasshoppers,
bees, wasps, spiders, and moths. Although
butterflies are more visible than moths,
moths are enormously more abundant, use
a wider range of habitats and caterpillar
food plants, and are a primary food source
for birds and bats.

Finally, a green link with the Lea Valley
would be good for people too.

Flowers growing on Ackroyd Drive

ACROSS THE WORLD
AND THE WEB

The ongoing Covid pandemic has

undoubtedly caused challenges for many
of us. From its significant impact on the
nation's physical and mental health, to
disrupting work and homelife, the
emergence of the Omnicron variant meant
that we have had to remain more cautious
throughout 2021/22 than we had hoped.
Charities like the Friends of Tower
Hamlets Cemetery Park have been hit
hard, with falling footfall, cancelled events
and a reduced capacity to accomodate
and support volunteers.

But, amongst the disruption, we have
unlocked a new opportunity - virtual
events. Our staff and partners have
managed to deliver an astounding 73
events in 2021 - 1/3 of which were
delivered online. For example, Dr Emma
Butcher's wonderful talk on Cemeteries
and the Victorian Dead which saw 95
people joining us from the local area but
also around the world.

Please visit fothcp.org to look at our latest
events calendar (which is being updated
constantly) and contact the team if you
have any suggestions or proposals for
events, either online or in-person.
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A FATAL QUARREL By Sylvia Law, Volunteer

CONTENT WARNING: Domestic abuse,
alcohol abuse and violence.

John Hoare lived with his wife Mary, and
stepdaughter Mary Ann King at 1 Sarah
Place, Brick Lane, Spitalfields. He worked
as a Dock Labourer, and Mary, who was
not a well woman and suffered from quite
a few different ailments, cleaned offices in
the City of London. Although it was said
that John was a kind and affectionate
husband throughout their 15 years of
marriage, he often stopped off at the local
public house on his way home from work,
and his manner was said to change
dramatically when he was drunk.

Saturday 29th May 1858 was such an
occasion, and whilst he was drinking it
occurred to him that he could spend in one
hour what his wife earned in at least twice
that time. With this in mind he went home,
thoroughly intoxicated, just as she was
getting ready to go to work, and without
explanation he tried to prevent her from
going out. She insisted she was going.

An argument, with a scuffle ensued, with a
table being knocked over, and one of the
legs being broken, with John eventually
striking Mary on the arm with his fist. Mary
Ann, John's step-daughter, picked up a
poker, and tried to intervene by threatening
to hit him with it if he didn't stop attacking
her mother. He wrestled the poker from
her, and threw it to the ground.

It was at this point his wife hit him over
the head with the table leg so violently that
it cut his head, causing it to bleed
profusely, and he fell to the floor. His step-
daughter cried “ Oh Mother you've done for
father now” as she tried to stem the flow
of blood with her apron. In her anger Mary
replied “It serves him right, he should have
left us alone” Mary then ordered her to go
downstairs to fetch a police constable, but
just as she reached the bottom of the
stairs, her mother let out a piercing
scream.

On retracing her steps she discovered that
John was standing once more, holding the
poker in one hand, whilst supporting his
bloodied head with the other. Mary
claimed he had struck her with the poker,
and she was standing holding her side with

both hands and crying bitterly.

Repro. of cartoon drawing signed
"Kash," dated 1877. Source: Library of
Congress



A Fatal Quarrel contd.

Such commotion had caused a neighbour
to fetch a policeman. Both John and Mary
accused the other of violence. Both should
have been taken into custody together, but
because John had more visible injuries,
Mary Ann persuaded her mother not to
make any accusations against her
husband. He then retreated to his room,
whilst she went off to work. Once he had
sobered up, and she had returned from
work, life in the Hoare household went
back to normal.

'JOHN, WHO AGAIN HAD BEEN
DRINKING, WAS DISCOVERED IN A
PARK IN SYDENHAM KNEELING ON
THE GROUND CALLING OUT, WITH

HIS HANDS RAISED UPWARDS,
ASKING FOR GOD’'S FORGIVENESS
FOR THE DREADFUL DEED HE HAD

COMMITTED.'

As previously stated, Mary was not a well
woman and suffered from many ailments
including a serious cough, and pains in her
stomach, so it wasn't surprising that two
days later (encouraged by John and Mary
Ann) she went along to the London
Hospital complaining of severe pain in her
stomach. It was decided to admit her, but
she declined and went home, carrying out
all the household chores of washing and
cleaning over the next few days without
complaining, but her stomach pains were
getting worse.

By the next Wednesday, when on a second
visit to the hospital she agreed to be
admitted. Whilst there she had her ribs
bound and in just over a week, she was
feeling much better.

However the next day, Saturday 12th June
she again started feeling quite unwell, and
with the prospect of possibly not
recovering, she insisted against all the
advice of the doctors and her family, that
she wanted to go home. John dutifully
sent and paid for a cab to do just that, and
Mary Ann collected her mother, picking up
her stepfather on the way.

On the Sunday, Mary continued to feel very
unwell so John went to Whitechapel to see
if Dr Comley would attend her. His son
John Muspratt Comley who was a student
at Guys Hospital attended as Dr Comley
was himself too sick too attend. Mary told
him in a state of delirium that her problem
was one of constipation, but seeing her
bound ribs, she said that she had fallen
against a table and hurt herself. The
doctor duly gave her medicine from which
she temporarily rallied, but by Monday
14th she was very much worse and died
that evening. The medical certificate
cause of death was given as Constipation
and Tympanitis with the burial taking
place in Tower Hamlets Cemetery on
Thursday 17th June 1858.

One would assume that would be the end
of this story, but a week later on the 22nd
of June, John, who again had been
drinking, was discovered in a park in
Sydenham kneeling on the ground calling
out, with his hands raised upwards, asking
for God’s forgiveness for the dreadful
deed he had committed. When asked by a
policeman “what was this dreadful deed?”,
thinking it might be something like
robbery, John replied “No it's worse than
that. | murdered my wife by hitting her with
a poker”

14
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A Fatal Quarrel contd.

He was taken to the police station where
he made a full confession. Although the
policeman said he was sober, John
appears to have no recollection of this
confession when he was brought before
the Magistrates, charged on his own
confession of having murdered his wife by
violently assaulting her.

Poor Mary Ann, only about 16 years old,
and having just lost her Mother, was called
to court as a witness, and retold the
events of that fateful Saturday where the
blows between her parents had been
exchanged with such devastating
consequences. House Surgeon at the
London Hospital, Mr Samuel Hammond,
told the court he had bound the
deceased'’s ribs, and was against her
leaving the hospital. It was concluded by
the court that death could not be shown to
be by these injuries, and that referral must
be made to the Coroner for his decision.

William Baker the coroner, and the Jury
assembled in the Sherwood Arms Tavern
in Bromley High Street to hear the
evidence. It was quickly decided by Mr
Baker that, because of the lack of
evidence from the hospital dresser and the
many ailments the deceased complained
of, that the body of Mary Hoare was to be
exhumed. This was duly carried out and
the body was laid out in the tool room of
Tower Hamlets Cemetery where a Post-
mortem, after identification by Dr Comley
Junior, was to be conducted by Dr Comley
Senior prior to, as was customary, the
viewing of the body by the Coroner, all
members of the Jury, and all witnesses.

After a few days when they had all
reconvened in the pub, Dr Comley reported
that he had found a fracture of the 9th and
10th ribs, and that the 10th rib had
penetrated the lining membrane of the
chest. The lungs were much diseased, and
inflammation existed around the bone
penetrating the chest as well as the
stomach and intestines. Following the rest
of the evidence from all the witnesses a
verdict of Manslaughter was returned and
John Hoare was referred to the Central
Criminal Court.

On the 16th August 1858 John's trial
began at the Old Bailey and after all the
same evidence was heard from all the
previous witnesses, plus a statement by
John himself which reiterated all the
previous evidence, the jury retired to reach
a verdict, with the following information at
their disposal:
¢ That this all started with a loving
husband and wife quarrel.
¢ That John only had good intentions in
trying to prevent his wife from going to
work.
e That he retaliated in anger after being
hit and injured with the table leg
e That he was extremely remorseful for
the outcome of his actions and had
already spent 2 month in custody.

The verdict was ———GUILTY——- strongly
recommended to mercy. Confined one
month was returned



The Queer Ecologies team

QUEER ECOLOGIES

A year at the Cemetery Park

Having come to the end of a year-long artists’
residency at Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park we
wanted to share some reflections about our time in
and with the park, and the thoughts, actions and
projects that have emerged from it so far.

In 2021 Queer Ecologies collective (Linden, Ama and
Hari) were invited by the Friends of Tower Hamlets
Cemetery Park to bring our practice into the space, as
researchers, storytellers, makers, amateur
microscopists, organisers and speculative ecologists.
We came with many ideas and dreams: of microbe
discos, arboreal acrobatics, pots from the future etc.
Not all of our ideas have materialised in their fullest
extents (yet!), though lots of them did as well as
workshops and events we hadn't at first imagined -
and we learnt absolutely loads in the process.

Some of our favourite times in the park were sitting
around a fire at each full moon with our collaborators
and guests. We were amazed by how quickly these
events booked up (often with long waiting lists), and
how eager people were to come and be together by a
fire - to hang out with other queers under a full moon.
It felt powerful to have a regular space to come
together; many of us had lost structure, stability, IRL
community and opportunities to connect with new
humans and ecologies during the pandemic. We
talked about the history of common land (and its
privatisation), the joy of bees and worms, Black-led
community gardening, and the politics and poetics of
composting (amongst other things).

These fires also gave us space to honour ancestors,
loved ones and community members we had lost. In
September we lit candles and held a heart felt silence
in memory of Ranjith Kankanamalage.
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Queer Ecologies contd.

We were able to hold space to think about so many of the
unnamed dead we have had the honour of sharing space
with at THCP, whose graves some of our attendees had
tended, and who allowed us to remember and give thanks
to known and unknown ancestors who worked in so many
ways to create the better parts of the world we live in
today. We thought about the way queer and racialised
ancestors get invisibalised by histories of Empire and
disintegrating stone. We lit candles and burned prayers
for them as well, and for other things we wanted to
remember, to grieve, or to let go.

We saved the ashes from each fire and at the end of our
residency mixed them with herbs and seeds from the
park, to make soap with the help of one of our
collaborators, Sarudzai Chibanda (@mafura.naturals).
These soaps remind us that surprising and beautiful
things can emerge from the ashes of the past, and that
rituals for life, cleansing and memorialising can be
formed from that which we might think of as refuse, dead,
or unusable. As a collective, we get excited about
processes of adaptation, salvage and transformation, and
see this as a key element of queer ecology.

We needed to adapt our thinking in response to the ways
the landscape of the park and our relationship to it, as
well as the wider, still pandemic-minded world, changed
during the residency. Instead of a disco we proposed a 3-
part QTIBPOC support circle for 2022, a performance film
of the Clay In Us, some zines about care and more full
moon fire readings as final outcomes from the residency.

We hope to continue working with the Friends of Tower
Hamlets Cemetery Park to bring these and other visions
into being, to try and make the park a safer and more
welcoming space which better resources marginalised
and minoritised communities. Oh and we also invented a
new acronym! QFO-THCP ;) we like it coz it sounds like
UFO :D. This is a loose network of Queer Friends of Tower
Hamlets Cemetery Park who are continuing some of the
conversations initiated by this residency. If you'd like to
join our telegram group you can follow this link:
https://t.me/+gLEefsKSnZI50GZk, scan this QR code, or
email hari@compost-mentis.com for more info.



https://t.me/+gLEefsKSnZI5OGZk
mailto:hari@compost-mentis.com

STORIES FROM THE CEMETERY

An interview with Doreen Kendall (Trustee and founder) part 2

A long time ago, | found out through going
through the archives that my great
grandmother was buried here and then
only a few years ago we found my great
great grandmother is buried here too.

My great grandmother was buried in a
public grave which is just by the chestnut
tree in the glade. My great great
grandmother is buried in her daughter's
family grave, there was a headstone for
her. Diane only found out about her
clicking through the microfilms

What was researching like then? It must
have been a lot harder.

Researching was hard. You want to do it
the old way. You haven't got a clue. The
registers were in the LCC, and then they

went to the London Metropolitan Archives.

They only opened one Saturday a month
and one night in the week ‘till 8:00 o'clock.
Because we'd had all this publicity people
were coming [to find their relatives] like
there was no tomorrow.

You'd go up to the archives, you leave
home at 9 ‘0’ clock to be there for 10
when they opened and you took a drink
and a sandwich. You were there all day till
they threw you out at 5.

It was really hard work because there was
the owners register which was very, very
confusing because the committee only
sat every three months and put in the
register the graves they’d sold. There was
3 on a page. They are beautiful registers
that had seen better days, all the suede
had worn off of the binding. You had to
have a cushion to put them on.

And then when you looked for the burial
registers some had Monday, Wednesdays
and Fridays and some had Saturdays and
then some had Tuesday, Thursdays and
so you had to pull up three or four books
just to look for one person. It took half an
hour to pull a book up

18



Stories from the Cemetery contd.

Anyway, the owners register. They
contained information about whether the
grave was consecrated or non-
consecrated, the size of the grave, the
price of the grave, the square number with
the grave number. Then also listed all the
people that were in there. You know you'd
buy a grave and then six years later,
somebody else in the family would die
and they would go in the same grave.

So you had to go through thoroughly and
you'd always find the person you were
looking for at the end of the 3 months of
course. | used to read them all because
sometimes people were buried with
cousins and things and they had different
names. The address would be there too,
then it would be crossed out because it
would have been left in somebody’s will
for somebody else to look after.

You had to copy all that down. If you were
lucky to find it. Then you had the day
burial registers as well.

So that was when you came to the office
here and you said, my husband died I'd
like to bury him here and that was
recorded in the day book. That was the
address of the person and the price you
paid. You called that up to check that
you've got the right person in the owner's
grave.

Then there was the burial register. The
burial register was the name of the person
that was being buried, their address they
were coming from, which could be entirely
different to the owners register itself and
also the ministers who did the services
that was on there. And what always made
us smile was they used to say, 'did not
come.'

Did they run off? Decide it wasn’t for
them? Laughter ensues

Yeah, did not turn up that was it. It means
that they told the family and the family
was down at Manor Park or City of
London doing something and they said,
oh, we've got space put him in there. Save
all the costs.

And then we had the public graves and
they were on separate from 1901 and they
were under the undertakers. So you could
look through six pages with squares like
that, with all the ones that were in that
grave. That was hard work. | didn't like
looking through them.

Then if they didn't know where the grave
was then you had to call the maps up. And
then you'd get square and of course like
now you have to go straight through it, but
you're trying to do as much as you can,
‘cause you've only got one one day a
month to do it. It was hard.



Stories from the Cemetery contd.

It sounds like a very stressful process but They were very good. But we we used to

did you enjoy it?

Yes [tentatively] yes yes. | did enjoy it
because you're looking at these beautiful
books. We didn't know that Ancestry was
going to take them over then so they'd be
available digitally. To think that we had
those books and we just turned them
over. You know, beautiful handwriting,
beautiful paper.

Most of the clerks had beautiful writing,
but there was one man he must have been
employed by the cemetery for 6 or 7
years. He’'d have blobs on it and he would
have thick and thin letters, you know. Thin
and then thick on the down. | mean, we
forget that it was done with pen and ink.
Yeah, it was really hard work.

Then we started raising money and
started buying all the films. They put them
on microfiche and you could buy one for
£70 to start with. That was a lot of money
then.

How did you go about fundraising for
that?

Well we had used to have a stall at the
open day. Then any money that we were
given for finding a grave for someone too.
We were all self-funded. We didn't get any
help from anybody so it was all self-
financing or out of our pockets. The East
London Family History Society bought us
quite a few too.

have this stall all day and people were
very, very generous. Especially if you'd
done any research for them they gave you
£5 or something and it mounted up at the
end of the day. The archives had quite a
performance to get a microfilm they were
loathe to let you have them. Even though
we bought them, we were not allowed to
give them to anybody else. Diane has
signed that she will not give them out,
that when she's finished with them, they’ll
go back to the archives.

Ancestry came out a few years later and
that was a pain because everybody just
said that, "we found our relative on
Ancestry, can you help?”

We were researching soldiers then. Next
we went through about 20 books looking
for Dr Barnardos' children. Every child that
was buried, we made note of them.

| researched, | mean, it was amazing
because we found lots of addresses
where Dr Barnardo placed the children
and the charity didn't even know that they
had these homes.

That must have been really exciting for
you all uncovering their stories.

Yes, but that was hard work. | think our
biggest acheivement is the Dr Barnardos
work or all the people that we've helped to
find their ancestors.
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INTRODUCING: STONE
STORIES FOR KIDS

AT o AR

We know (and love!) that the Cemetery Park is enjoyed by visitors of all ages. We are always thrilled
to see younger visitors explore the site. In this edition of Stone Stories, we introduce a new short
feature designed with a younger audience in mind.

We welcome feedback/suggestions (from kids and parents too) about topics and activities that we
can consider for our future kids specials. Get in touch!

all the animals, plants, rocks, etc. in the world

HERITAGE

features belonging to our culture that were created in the past and
still have historical importance:



https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/animal
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/plant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rocks
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/world
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/feature
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/belong
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/culture
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/create
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/historical
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/importance

A Cemetery Park that celebrates Life and Death

Mr Walter Grey was the first person buried in the Cemetery in 1841 — over 200 years
ago! There have been no burials on the site since 1966 when the Cemetery Company ran
out of money and was closed. It was then that we became a Cemetery Park!

Today it is a nature and conservation site — meaning there is lots of new life here,
particularly in Spring. There are over 1,100 recorded species within the park — from
birds, beetles and bees, to flowers, fungi and trees. This peaceful woodland haven
welcomes this wide range of creatures who can find food and shelter here.

A SYMBOLISM

objects which are easy to understand, but represent something more complex

Much like emojis, the ' N‘ Holding Hands
Victorians used a range h Strong bond / hope to be reunited
s,

of symbols to

communicate on their Anchor
gravestones and Hope and/or maritime/navy connection

monuments. (from seamen who'd live locally)

How many can you vy

discover when you next Everlasting life, friendship or memory

visit the Cemetery
Park?
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KEEP IN TOUCH

As a member you help support the park, Visit fothcp.org/member to find out more,
but you also get discounts on selected or to discuss gift options, contact us at
events and courses, your free copy of the contact@fothcp.org.

members newsletter and a chance to have

your say at our annual AGM. Less than 25% of our funding comes from
Tower Hamlets Council and we rely on our

Your support is invaluable but why not generous, passionate and loyal

support us further by gifting a volunteers, members and donors to keep

membership to friends or family? things running.

To be kept up to date on news, learning and events, please visit:
www.fothcp.org/stay-in-touch where you can sign up to our mailing list and find links to
follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (or search for us on @fothcp). Thank you

from all of us at The Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park. We look forward to
seeing you all again soon!
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