
 

Events, Activities & Site Hire Guide 

Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park 

Connecting people with nature, heritage and community. 
A guide to planning events, activities and experiences at Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park.  

 

Welcome 
"Every great event begins with a great place."  

Thank you for your interest in using Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park. 

Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park is one of London's most unique green spaces. A 31-acre 
Local Nature Reserve and Grade II* registered historic cemetery, it is managed by the 
Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park (FoTHCP) on behalf of the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets. 

Every year thousands of people visit the Cemetery Park to enjoy its remarkable blend of 
wildlife, heritage, education and community activities. We welcome events and activities that 
help people connect with this special place whilst protecting its historic character, biodiversity 
and tranquillity. 

Whether you are planning a guided walk, wellbeing session, educational visit, community 
gathering or commercial event, we would be delighted to discuss your ideas. 

Every proposal is considered individually. 

 

 



Our Approach 
The Cemetery Park is much more than simply a venue for hire. 

It is simultaneously: 

●​ a Local Nature Reserve 
●​ a closed historic Victorian cemetery 
●​ an important wildlife habitat 
●​ a public park 
●​ a place of remembrance 
●​ an outdoor classroom 
●​ a valued community space. 

Because of this, every activity must strike an appropriate balance between public enjoyment 
and protecting the site's heritage, wildlife and peaceful atmosphere. 

We particularly welcome activities that encourage learning, creativity, wellbeing, 
conservation and community engagement. 

Activities centred around horror, paranormal investigation, ghost hunting or themes that 
sensationalise the Cemetery Park are unlikely to be approved. Instead, we encourage 
proposals that celebrate the site's fascinating history, remarkable biodiversity and 
importance as a place of learning, remembrance and reflection. 

Every event we approve should: 

✓ Respect the Cemetery Park's heritage 

✓ Protect wildlife and habitats 

✓ Welcome people from all backgrounds 

✓ Inspire curiosity and learning 

✓ Leave the site exactly as it was found 

✓ Help support the long-term care of the Cemetery Park 

 

 

 



Types of Activities We Welcome 
Examples include: 

Community 
●​ Community events 
●​ Charity fundraisers 
●​ Volunteer activities 
●​ Local celebrations 
●​ Family activities 

Heritage & Education 
●​ Guided walks 
●​ School visits 
●​ Forest School sessions 
●​ Heritage interpretation 
●​ Talks and workshops 
●​ History activities 

Health & Wellbeing 
●​ Yoga 
●​ Tai Chi 
●​ Mindfulness 
●​ Nature connection 
●​ Walking groups 
●​ Fitness activities 

Arts & Culture 
●​ Outdoor theatre 
●​ Music (where appropriate) 
●​ Art installations 
●​ Photography 
●​ Creative workshops 
●​ Literary events 

Commercial Activities 
●​ Corporate volunteering 
●​ Ticketed events 
●​ Food experiences 



●​ Product launches 
●​ Brand activations 
●​ Filming and photography 

 

How We Assess Event Proposals 
Every proposal is assessed individually. 

When considering applications we take into account: 

●​ Compatibility with the Cemetery Park's charitable objectives 
●​ Impact on wildlife and habitats 
●​ Protection of monuments and heritage assets 
●​ Impact on other visitors 
●​ Public safety 
●​ Accessibility and inclusion 
●​ Noise levels 
●​ Operational requirements 
●​ Sustainability 
●​ Staff resources 
●​ Potential income supporting our Charity's work 

Approval cannot be guaranteed, and Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park reserves the 
right to refuse or amend proposals where necessary. 

 

Booking Process 

Step 1 
Complete our online Booking Form (Please let us know when it’s completed as we’re not 
notified) 

https://forms.gle/VQSJiTWpsBNXTTcaA 

Step 2 
We'll review your enquiry and arrange an initial discussion to explore your proposal. 

This may be by telephone, email, online meeting or in person. 

https://forms.gle/VQSJiTWpsBNXTTcaA


Step 3 
If suitable in principle, we'll ask for supporting documentation. 

Depending on your event this may include: 

●​ Risk Assessment 
●​ Event Management Plan 
●​ Site Plan 
●​ Public Liability Insurance 
●​ Licences 
●​ Method Statements 
●​ Safeguarding arrangements 
●​ First Aid provision 

Step 4 
Once everything has been approved, we'll issue written confirmation together with any 
applicable invoice. 

Please do not advertise or promote your event until written approval has been received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fees 
Charges vary according to the nature and scale of the activity. 

Factors considered include: 

●​ Commercial or charitable status 
●​ Expected attendance 
●​ Duration 
●​ Staff support required 
●​ Vehicle access 
●​ Infrastructure 
●​ Exclusive use of areas 
●​ Impact on the site 
●​ Administration 

Typical examples include: 

Activity Typical Charge 

Small community activity from £35 
(sometimes waived 
if event is free to 
community) 

Regular educational use by agreement 

Corporate volunteering Published rates 

Commercial events Individually quoted 

Filming & photography Individually quoted 
(Via Film Fixer) 

Additional charges may apply for: 

●​ extended hire periods 
●​ additional staff support 
●​ vehicle access 
●​ reinstatement works 
●​ damage deposits (Bond for THCP) 
●​ specialist facilities 

Income generated through events directly supports the conservation, maintenance and 
management of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park. 

 



Information We'll Need 
To help us assess your proposal please be prepared to provide: 

●​ Description of activity 
●​ Preferred date(s) 
●​ Timings 
●​ Expected attendance 
●​ Age profile 
●​ Equipment 
●​ Structures 
●​ Vehicle requirements 
●​ Power requirements 
●​ Food and drink provision 
●​ Toilets 
●​ Waste arrangements 
●​ First Aid 
●​ Public Liability Insurance 
●​ Risk Assessment 
●​ Event Management Plan (where required) 

 

Using the Cemetery Park Responsibly 
Event organisers are responsible for ensuring their activities are professionally managed and 
safely delivered. 

You must: 

●​ follow all instructions given by FoTHCP staff 
●​ supervise participants appropriately 
●​ minimise disruption to other visitors 
●​ protect wildlife and habitats 
●​ protect monuments and historic features 
●​ leave the site clean and tidy 
●​ report incidents immediately 
●​ operate with a "Leave No Trace" approach 

 

 



Protecting Nature & Heritage 
Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park is a nationally important wildlife site and historic landscape. 

To help protect it: 

●​ No fires or barbecues 
●​ No camping 
●​ No fireworks 
●​ No sky lanterns 
●​ No confetti or glitter 
●​ No attaching equipment to trees 
●​ No digging 
●​ No damage to vegetation 
●​ No climbing on monuments, walls or trees 
●​ No collecting plants or fungi without written permission 
●​ No feeding wildlife 
●​ No permanent structures without approval 

We ask all organisers to leave the site exactly as they found it. 

 

Vehicles 
Vehicle access is strictly controlled. 

No vehicles may enter the Cemetery Park without prior written permission. 

Where permission is granted: 

●​ Parking permit will be issued for displaying in the window 
●​ access routes will be agreed in advance 
●​ vehicles must remain on designated routes 
●​ pedestrians always have priority 
●​ speed must be walking pace (max. 5mph) 
●​ parking within the Cemetery Park is not permitted unless specifically agreed 

 

 

 



Food & Drink 
Food and drink can add greatly to events. 

Where applicable: 

●​ all traders require prior approval 
●​ relevant food hygiene legislation must be followed 
●​ alcohol licensing remains the responsibility of the organiser 
●​ sustainable packaging should be used wherever possible 
●​ all waste must be removed from site 

 

Filming & Photography 
All filming and photography require prior approval. 

Depending on the nature of the project, permission may also be required and fees paid to 
the London Borough of Tower Hamlets via Film Fixer - 
https://app1.apply4.com/filmapp/uk/towerhamlets 

Drone filming requires separate approval and must comply with all relevant aviation 
legislation. 

 

Sustainability 
As an environmental charity, sustainability is central to everything we do. 

We encourage organisers to: 

●​ minimise waste 
●​ avoid single-use plastics 
●​ encourage walking, cycling and public transport 
●​ use reusable materials 
●​ minimise generator use 
●​ source local suppliers 
●​ recycle wherever possible 
●​ reduce carbon emissions 
●​ leave no trace 

 

https://app1.apply4.com/filmapp/uk/towerhamlets


Insurance & Legal Requirements 
Organisers are responsible for ensuring appropriate insurance and legal compliance. 

Typically this includes: 

●​ Public Liability Insurance (£5 million minimum) 
●​ Employers' Liability Insurance (where applicable) 
●​ Professional Indemnity Insurance (where applicable) 
●​ DBS checks where required 
●​ Compliance with safeguarding legislation 
●​ Compliance with Equality Act 2010 
●​ Compliance with Health & Safety legislation 

 

Borough Byelaws 
Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park is owned by the London Borough of Tower Hamlets and 
managed by Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park under a Lease and Service Level 
Agreement. 

All visitors and event organisers must comply with the Borough's Byelaws for Pleasure 
Grounds, Public Walks and Open Spaces, together with any instructions issued by 
FoTHCP staff. 

These byelaws include provisions relating to: 

●​ protecting trees, plants and wildlife 
●​ protecting monuments and structures 
●​ vehicle use 
●​ commercial activities 
●​ fires and barbecues 
●​ camping 
●​ public behaviour 
●​ dogs 
●​ obstruction of paths 
●​ damage to Council property 

The full byelaws can be viewed at: 

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/leisure_and_culture/parks_and_open_spaces/Byelaws
-for-pleasure-grounds-public-walks-and-open-spaces.aspx 

 

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/leisure_and_culture/parks_and_open_spaces/Byelaws-for-pleasure-grounds-public-walks-and-open-spaces.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/leisure_and_culture/parks_and_open_spaces/Byelaws-for-pleasure-grounds-public-walks-and-open-spaces.aspx


Ready to Talk? 
We'd love to hear about your ideas. 

Please start by completing our online Booking Form: 

https://forms.gle/VQSJiTWpsBNXTTcaA 

If you'd like to discuss your proposal before applying, please don't hesitate to get in touch. 

Together we can create memorable events that celebrate the unique heritage, wildlife and 
community of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park while helping to protect it for future 
generations. 

Kenneth Greenway - Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park Manager  
 
E-mail: kenneth.greenway@fothcp.org 
Mobile: 07904 186 981 
Tel: 020 3982 8670 
Web: www.fothcp.org  

https://forms.gle/VQSJiTWpsBNXTTcaA
http://www.fothcp.org/
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